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CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF ODESSA PERMIAN
HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL TEAM’S
FIRST STATE CHAMPIONSHIP
TITLE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. CONAWAY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to commemorate the 50th anni-
versary of Odessa Permian High School
football team’s first State champion-
ship title. As a member of that team, I
am especially excited to gather with
my teammates this weekend to look
back over the 50 years.

They say everything is bigger in
Texas, and high school football is no
different.

Mr. Speaker, when our team earned
the title that bitterly cold December
day, it was the start of one of the most
storied high school football dynasties
in Texas. We were led by the Texas
coaching legend, Gene Mayfield, who
was as tough as his reputation sug-
gests. He was known for his motiva-
tional skills, and he could motivate.
Coach Mayfield and the coaching staff
did not inherit a State-championship-
caliber team that year; rather, through
his influence and direction, he molded
our team into something that many
doubted we could ever become.

His emphasis on preparation, com-
petition, and expectation to win drove
our team to demand more of each
other. We suffered during his notori-
ously tough workouts. You could find
our team running in the sandhills of
Monahans Sandhills State Park or
challenging each other with bicycle
races, wrestling matches, or any of the
other various events that he could find
that would hone our competitive spirit
and build a drive to win and a spirit to
never quit.

Mr. Speaker, unbeknownst to us as
kids, the values Coach Mayfield was in-
stilling in us that year would carry
with us for the rest of our lives. He was
teaching us more than how to be good
football players; he was teaching us
how to become men. I personally view
Coach Mayfield as one of the most in-
fluential men in my life, and I believe
that my teammates would say the
same.

It was through our shared experi-
ences that our team bonded together.
In 1965, it drove us to win, and we were
seeing the fruits of our labors with
each game night. Those experiences
created relationships that have en-
dured over five decades.

This Friday, my teammates and I
will gather to renew those bonds and
reminisce, but also to become the re-
cipients of this year’s Odessa Permian
High School Black Shirt Award. Every
year, this award is given to a school or-
ganization, individual, or group that
have achieved a standard of excellence
and inspired a passion in the Permian
High School alumni and student body.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to have been
a part of that historic season and to
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have played with some of the best
teammates you could ever ask for.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 17
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. DENHAM) at 2 p.m.

———

PRAYER

Reverend Thomas More Garrett, OP,
St. Pius V Catholic Church, Provi-
dence, Rhode Island, offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Hear us O God, we pray, that we may
begin these summer months refreshed
and renewed. Give new vigor to our ef-
forts. Help us to be always mindful of
the guiding hand of providence as we
seek to better our country and the
world at large.

Let us remember that we are not al-
ways the best arbiters of our own good,
that we can be wrong about what is
best for us, and that our own desires
can sometimes bring us harm. Con-
fident in Your assistance, we turn to
You for Your protection and ask You
to save us from the difficulties that we
bring upon ourselves.

Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. KILDEE)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. KILDEE led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

COMMEMORATING THE SAMOAN
EXILES

(Mr. SABLAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, this
month, 72 Samoans who were exiled to
my home, the Northern Mariana Is-
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lands, will receive the ceremonial fare-
well they were never given—100 years
late.

In 1909, the 72 Samoans were exiled to
the Mariana Islands by the Governor of
German Samoa, Wilhelm Solf. Their
crime: the chiefs had tried to reinstate
traditional Samoan practices outlawed
by the German colonial regime. The
Samoans remained in the Marianas
until 1915, when they were repatriated
by another colonial power—Japan.

Their story was almost lost in time.
But thanks to the work of the North-
ern Marianas Humanities Council, the
history of these exiles has now been
documented.

——————

RECOGNIZING OUR AMERICAN
MANUFACTURERS

(Mr. TIBERI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize our American man-
ufacturers. As we work to knock down
trade barriers—barriers abroad—so
American exporters can sell their prod-
ucts overseas, many opponents of free
trade are spreading outright lies: lies
about the impact of American trade
agreements on American manufactur-
ers.

Whirlpool is a great example, an ex-
ample that continues to be cited as an
American company that has virtually
shut down its plants in America be-
cause of trade. It is astounding because
it is not true.

There are 22,000 American Whirlpool
workers. They are makers of iconic
brands like Whirlpool, Maytag, and
KitchenAid. More than 80 percent of
Whirlpool products sold in the United
States are made in the United States.
Their products come from Ohio com-
munities like Clyde, Marion, Green-
ville, Ottawa, and Findlay, Ohio, not to
mention Whirlpool plants in other
States.

Believe the numbers, Mr. Speaker.
One in every five jobs in Ohio depends
on trade. With new trade agreements,
barriers abroad will be removed so
Whirlpool and other manufacturers
have the opportunity to sell their
American-made products overseas.

Let’s spread the truth: trade supports
American jobs, and increased trade will
build a healthy American economy.

———

PASS A LONG-TERM HIGHWAY
AND TRANSIT TRUST FUND BILL

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, Michigan,
of all States, knows that we need to fix
our crumbling roads and bridges if we
are going to remain competitive as a
nation.

It is long past time, long overdue, for
this Congress to rebuild our infrastruc-
ture, to pass legislation to fully fund,
on an extended basis, the highway and
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